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The most fun in thit:' boo\.. .11'1'1' I \', II It 

FASTER 11'ote the Homan poet Pla lltu" Hl'ound the 
li" st fOlll!!l out hml' to rli~tingui:::h hOllr,,!" 

the occasional nuggets that ( .It ' h ·~ 11 11 

third century He. "Confound him, too, covel's that are not ~o well reported. \ 111 ITilt 
ciam; in training, for example, are lindlllJ' 
it clifticult to give a prolongeel rest - a ft'r ­

who in thi;; IJlaee :<et up a ~undial to c:ut 

and hm'l, m.\· day" 'ill \\l'etchedly into 

~IIl"ill pmiion,,!" Ah, for tbe 1"(,tur!1 of the 


n 
mata - its full pause. "A re~t with a fel'ma­

1!I',ll'i IIg pal'\ II /" ;1 Homan 11<1.\'. ta if; the moral oPPoRite of the fast-food 
Bill11 ra~ {'i.nalin).; and !\i:;tll l'\)ing, aI111 1,;­ res taurallt with express lane," writes 

illg 'Inti lIlfol1natin', .. Fa"tcJ'" is an e<:ledic­ Gleic:k. "Modern con~ervatOl'ie" find thesel',' Sian:ia IlUlill:,iHk 
"l.rangely troubling for some students, 


" ll\ h'rll'\~I\'iTig lUi) .;111\\ Jill' lIlI' sO';u'('h: ,11111 'Ilwc:dlltl';" \lI'ml ll from the 

sl,11 cUlIIh illlng hi:'"tnr~' , aeademil' re ­

\\'ho can play the most intricate poly­ n!l II 
rh~·thm~ yet break into a S\\'eat I\'hen con­D" ~ il'mdillj! "t Ii:) 'Ilil('~ )ll'l nUll !' Jlllp,ilar JllI'dw. Wl'it'k l'wn gl ~'a ll ('d int"ol '­

[ 100 n;!1fl'onted \\'ith ra fermata I. . .. They justIJn hl inll~I'sj alt' fed likt' ;! _1~lI\r: lIIal j,,11 1'11111 un-li ne retlue"t,.: over the 1n­
onl~' Illildl ~ 

to J :It'il '' lin (inll IIIl\,n l\ll(~nth,· "I a I'rot't',..,..Ilrlal p(!I'u>iai of this phenumenon 
lIalf .1 L'l'lll11ry ago, ,n Wl'l't: (',)'d/put t l'l'nl'l ThJ)"t, who :<N~k a mure ": lately, can 't wait long enough." 

d01Wd h,l 
~yt"l1 rl , 'roda.\, WI haw 1"llter(·tl lllt- "('P­ \' ill !lilt (ilJll it here. Tlli,.: is not like hi~ 

Federal Expres,.: learned early that 
hel' to \\";11 

'oell III' t he 1111nl)~e e \)l!Il" :' :l,V " . J alllL~ " ,W(,,,jClll:' ,,"ud, "Goniu:::: ' the stuclied billg­
people \vill pay for speed. But this oppor­

fall in 1lJ\(' 
fil"lel\. A hi llitl l1lh "I' (I sct" ~n\ l j" H ll'ugih ",lJlhy III ph.I·,..i ,·i ,,! Riehill'd Fcynman . JAMES GLEICK as in hm;iness, now turns everything into 

tunity for immediate action, in life as well 
ing older r 

pf timl' \\lll'n' "llall,~, hl1 11t' I.~, and {lropll·t:' lll')'(' Glci\,k writ" in a ::;l yle in :<,\"Il ch \,ith e)'isis mode. Time for reasoned delibel'a­ a cell'!')!i, ir 
j ng our lives and estahli ,-I! ifl J! a natiflna I enillg' alldw"\.' mlltiunlc,;::: ." Iw wJ"itps. So why liu Wt' 11i~, ttlpic Ill"'" I, lOS,', lw\ bn'l'zy, he'::: tion i ~ sharply reduced. Nowhel'c i~ thi~ 
biorhythm'! The half-holll' I' war tums illtl) th e third II 

Ii!' thu,,<, lJJ1il1l\('simal illL'remenls'( \\'ho ~pt 1 1'- art' no lum:'''I' Ihan S[,Yl'lI UJ" eight the five-minute cigaJ'ettl'. 1: 11 11' jeans tllllll' l1e~s. "The more journalists hear, the 
f"I -' .1: if WI' can s L'n~l' ("ach and eyers 0)1(' 1'l'II i:;in,L( along 1111 \ ' Wl' til ;\'(', Mo:-:t chap- effect ))lore evident than in the n('\V~ bn~i­

L III'.\", " 
pre-faded. TV and mo"i('~ , 1\"1' edited "Iikt, i::; in tl ,!' C' "Illl PU('I' flf lift'" 1lI<1l"ut hon U!l fa >-l (11)'­ jlag't.:": , more they feel able - even obliged - 10 
a hOl'se with a methamphl'l :JlIlinic l'idl'l'." a 11Ilok "IIn!l'll'.' A kl'rn 11hsl'I"\\' /" alld II Ill../t' I' of met<i­ keep talking and \\1'iting," \\1'ites Gldl"lc 
Stock t1'wl('r,; invest 0\ ' 'I" II Illi lltes rat her Illlll'(,d III' ,\viUI "1"lIster," Gh'il"k l')(JlI f})'('~ t h(; I) l"i­ pJl1l1 i ;1£.'i('k ..-hlf't,; rr ulli 1.11('1111' 1'1 ! lwlIl<' a.~ 'What results, ne\\"~ l:ommentator Je ff 
than lifetiml'~. BaskethalL \\ ith its ff'n I'll t ,,11(' IU Il,L..... , 

..IJl'l.'ls Ill' I ('tUllll" " "hiftinp- into I/\'pr il riw. jar,z riff,; , A challtc:r on !.'It'Y:I: ,,'' ' l 'I·llnlll­ tempo, oycrtakes the ilion· h:;llrely l1a -.;l:'­ semi-informed, uninf0l111ed \\indbaggCl·Y." 
,\.iin':, ('IIn:;I-"luC'I1('('';, <1l1d lInl'xpt'tted side If I'll \\ I'l'e phl;ving Ll \\'I 'IIIt'III('" !< I'l"i l' ~ of" Greenfield tell~ him, i~ a "maelstl'Om of 

l'h ild. 11 0\\ 
~jih:i\t' " mit'" l'u that nll).(,L,ri ll l! pel'l't:jilll lll ll.\!.\ - amI thl? (:haJlei1t!" ( If f;Jpid \'1 '1'111';11 ball a,; a national pa;;tinw. ( Jlb lllner,., a n' This certainly seemed to have OCCUlTed \\l1u l'11\1I 1~' 
held hy ,.,il man)' 1It' )1, dUll Iii;' i.' )£01111-( tly 11'aTl,;!J0!'t in thi' meg-ksky>'l'rapl' I·...; II I' till' 1111ml1loxed a~ LPs bo\\ til CDt\, whit 'h during the media frenzies involving O. ,J. IllJlld - i~ 

lUI ) (Alst. Speed dials, rl'nw\t- r untn ib, rlllul~' ,- :miltly :; hill,.: to an exumin:l l ilil l 1'1' I II ITI into D\.' D~ , all ill thl' <-I', 'ming hliltl, or Simpson. Lady Diana, Monic:a Lewinsk,v, But thl' pi 
\'l'~ls, llD!'wcl'in)! IlHlt'hin l' :> , ~hilJlp i ng' , I Ill' w:llch p,; that \....e peel' cIt while \\"(.' \\l lii orI l~.v(' . and , most recentl~', John F. Kennedy Jr. com·c'I',.:a l, 
l"unlputcl" chip:.:, ;-;l'X. ),!ow'I'nmf'111papvr­ illl)t<lt I( llf1." for those t'lt~vat(lrs I () al'J'in'. fllu'l"l·sling-l;.: , Glei('k t'lJlJ ll'nds thai I'l L. tl nfortul1ately, there may be no tUl'll ­ Th"';I ' , 
\11)r1~ - nothing l'f, l':\I"''" hi" aUl'nlillll. "A g'Il I JlI W:UrIIW tillll' is In th.: Iwig-hbot'­ ':I' ;lrC'l I d,w,;n't O'uppOl i 11\11 l'l'ejnoit·, Ihat ing bac:k. According to Gleick, we're ad­ hal ing 1"1" 

.\lash£! it .Ill Sl4Uil 'cl when tIll Ilr:'t hfln, I 1Ir' nnl'l:n ,~l~('IIIHk" note,; (,leil'k. .\ llli. ',:. "llil1J in~ more IIf li lli' time in thi,.: dieted to the adrenalille 111::;h: "We catch 111'1' I':tl' l\ 
\\"istwald1P:-i iJllJrareti a ('cntllI"\" <l)!O, t(j 'S()ll ll'time al'ulltHI r() 1 1 ~' "t!t'ollll:::. )ll 'ople <lel'l'r" I'al ' ,d 1'1':1. 11 '::: tlIlI' 1111 n fallit. wrih',; th L' ft~\·e\' . We choo~e mania over boredom ,J ap: II\l'hl' ( 
Hl\\'t' the l'-'lI'~1 :;ecnncls rl'quil'ed rOl ' dip­ ~lmi to !ret ' i ,.; ihl~' lIP~·I. ' · He goe" lin to thi' :lil t hIli". 'fll)' treating l\lll' , as a I lt're eyery time." And are we any ~l11aJ'tel' fO!' ly f'1"1I111 II 
ping' intu a W~L )1o\:kd t ,1 retrit'\"\' the ('llnlil'Jll CI Tvl'l' \ pll'sonulily',; \h)\',:l ,;us­ "UttLl': ",\"11111..1. Awl a Ill'gai i \'(~ ,;Iatll '; ".ym­ leaming the skills to deal with the~e gal­ hayi"r "I" 
time, 01' IllllylJn it \ll'~'IIITl't1 t'wn 1«11"1 i('I", pition: Hllil rling lT1:t ll"gl 'r" IInl 'l1 db ahle hoI at that: (\)1' \J'."" tiilll', lite 11101'1' pl'e~­ loping infol'mational orgies'? "No olle ~!"a\ (,I" I II 

\\' ht'l IIl1lu,! I' ilil iz.atilln , with it~ 1I'<LiIl~ Hw hdlJu;'-cinse" hutLt.n ril l' few' IJ i"t l"apppd lig-c. Tlw n llll"l t illl<' ,\"1111 hive (1\1 YOlU' kl1o\\'::; for ::;me," Glcick al1,;\\,er:, Iwiskly. "thl' l"!' 1\ 1' 

(j'lis..-ing 'nlil'l' ,llIIlim'lIt ..; r1I'man,jf'{1 thaI Iimb:--, Hnd lawsuit,;. Alld Oil it gill ,~. hand", the It'",.. ill lJlllf"lant ~ 'II t1 mUl"t ill'." I You'll hm'e time fur fUither relleclinll, pliallt''' ' , 
lilt!! lim.'i lIIu'l'b ill !'Il'b-:tpp, \1 ith tele­ 0111' lp\l' fo t' ,.:tiIl11lh,lll1.l!; drillk;- IIl aS lIt' believI: the jUl'." i" :..(ill IIllt ' In thl' :'t:lb­ thnugh. "Fa::;t.el''' is a fa~t read. dC'('III'aIO'I 
graph win!': 'I' i:-lS('ll1ilJ<ltin,l" a I'h~ ll lll i a~ flll'l jl1~ :~lIdd,\ 's acceleratioll. That li ll,~er­ tie~, but. it cel'tainl~' 1"('I 'I ~ us if \YO/'k hull!"" hasl,!'\ , " 
"Wild," as tl11' dl ll lllhull WI a i!il lh '~- "hip," ill ).!: :'to\, rlJl a l'UP of toffee at Lh(' loI'a) haw bloomed, perhaps IJ( '/.'uus0 a "iJleid,Y Sciellu! IF!"il!'/" Mnrcio Bortusiok i.~ till' (1/1· "hallll'lul 
;II' (~ l l'il'k 11 ilh-", p, 1"11:11''' it'" just IhI' l'urf'1' clm('1 11<l~ heen renllced to rlriw-hy t'" f­ in agitation fimh; it tlil'lit"t11t ( 0 rl·I; L\. Or fi fO/' (!r"TlIlI r:;c/u!J 's UII i lJ('I '.~e" (I lid IIIIll. ,." "1 r (') \'iliz:.tlilln ,1111 anri l/g-, a di~lIi 'il ' IIIHijl ' ll fu illUlillll:-:. b il all.\ tllil1C'itlence that e:lf­ lIel'anse, a~ Gleit:k poillts ntI t, \\l"/,( ' more "TIIltJllgil (I iJllil'(' I':;e Dw ·kl!J." SIIf' i,~ work· '''l'IIII,ia Ill' 
th<il hu,-,; ,11\\'a.\"~ allplltlt ,d g l'l'al pt'rio":; Dr fl'llIt'-lm'\,d (-p('a-(' ola wa,; born at 11l'ariy adepr at mlllti-ta"king, working fll ~t(\I' and ing Ui/ "E' i1/:;ll'i I/ :~ Ii I~ fi II i8lterl SyI/tplm/I.I/, " I'a Ii :-o , I'Jr 
t·hange. "The j!lIIb l'Ont"u llI f\ rlw man who til\: .,a llll lime thclt tdpphonE'~< wcre l'lltl'r- lIl111"l' illten:::ely on :,,('\'el'<l1 t hi n~~ :11 H:W P . wit it:ll /I'i l/ be pllbl i.~It('tll/f.!'l .1/('(1 r. awl 11 ',\\ 
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